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At common law and under some statutes, extortion is punishable by fine, imprisonment, and removal from office. 


Extortion was punished at common law by fine and imprisonment, and also by removal from office, | and under statutes to that 
effect the same punishments may be imposed.” Where the penalty for the offense is provided for by statute, a greater penalty 


cannot be imposed even though the prosecution was based on common-law counts which charged only attempted extortion.” 


Westlaw. © 2021 Thomson Reuters. No Claim to Orig. U.S. Govt. Works. 


Footnotes 

1 Fla.—La Tour v. Stone, 139 Fla. 681, 190 So. 704 (1939). 
Increased sentence of imprisonment justified 
(1) Four-level upward adjustment, for an offense involving a public official in a high-level decision-making 
or sensitive position, was warranted in sentencing defendant for attempting to commit extortion under color 
of official right and making false statements although the defendant's actions were subject to review on 
appeal, where he held a sensitive position as deputy liquor commissioner, his actions impacted sensitive 
rights of license holders, and his decisions were binding if not appealed. 
U.S.—U.S. v. Hill, 645 F.3d 900 (7th Cir. 2011). 
(2) The imposition of an upward variance from the advisory guidelines range of 51 to 63 months' 
imprisonment for extortion by the sentencing state official to 84 months' imprisonment was reasonable, on 
the bases that the crime was the result of an elaborate, well thought-out scheme that exploited the position of 
public trust, that the defendant's explanation of events was "incredible" and that the sentence would provide 
just punishment and deter other public officials. 
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U.S.—U.S. v. McClung, 483 F.3d 273 (4th Cir. 2007). 


2 Tex.—Brackenridge v. State, 27 Tex. App. 513, 11 S.W. 630 (Ct. App. 1889) (overruled in part on other 
grounds by, Leeper v. State, 29 Tex. App. 63, 14 S.W. 398 (Ct. App. 1890)). 
3 Pa.—Com. v. Clark, 123 Pa. Super. 277, 187 A. 237 (1936). 
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